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Abstract

Over the last few years Astronomical Virtual Observatory (VO) projects have been initiated in several 
countries. The aim of these projects is to make astronomical data gathered in all ways and in all places 
available to every person who may need it along with appropriate software for data access analysis 
visualization and interpretation. The VO projects largely work in their own ways and with their own 
priorities shaped by scientific interests and available resources. For the VO concept to be successful these 
efforts have to be meshed together seamlessly through interoperability standards new data formats which 
take into account emerging technology and software developed in forms which are largely independent 
of platforms and operating systems. It is also necessary to develop computing grids which will cross 
national and project boundaries and can be accessed by any researcher who wishes to use the data 
mountains. This process of integration and assimilation is to be fostered through international alliances 
spanning various VO efforts. I will describe in my talk formal alliances like the International Virtual 
Observatory as well as specific bilateral and multilateral collaborations between individuals institutions 
or projects and the VO related products that have been launched through these collaborations. 
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